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EDITOR’S NOTE

Dear readers,
Welcome to this edition of DAES e-newsletter.

Achieving food, income and nutrition security in a country like 
Malawi hinges not only on the actions of individual farmers, 
collective action is also key. Different farmer groups across the 
country have proved to contribute significantly to improving the 
wellbeing of farming families. As such, farmers are encourage 
to organize themselves in order to reap benefits from collective 
action.

In this edition, you will find some of the notable successes that 
farmers have achieved through working in groups.  You will also 
appreciate how initiatives championed by various agricultural 
projects are bettering farmers in the country.  

 

Do you have suggestions on how we can improve the delivery 
of our services? Your comments are always welcome and can be 
emailed to acbranchmw@gmail.com

Remember to keep safe and adhere to all preventive measures 
against COVID-19.

Enjoy your reading!
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE LAUNCHES 
NATIONAL FERTILIZER POLICY

Honorable Lowe hands over the newly launched policy to FAM chairperson Yanakis, as deputy Minister Nkusankhoma looks on
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Rays of hope to access quality 
and adequate fertilizer fell 

over farmers in the country 
following the launch of National 
Fertilizer Policy (NFP). NFP 
is defining the strategy for 
developing the fertilizer industry 
in Malawi, to increase affordable 
and profitable access to high-
quality fertilizer for the farmers 
over the next five years.
Championed by the Department 
of Agriculture Research 
Services (DARS) in the Ministry 
of Agriculture, the launch 
attracted several stakeholders 
in the fertilizer industry such 
as the Fertilizer Association of 
Malawi, farmer organizations, 
agro dealers, civil society 
organizations and the farmers 
themselves. NFP is expected to 
address many challenges that 
exist in the fertilizer industry 
consequently enhancing the 
performance of the industry in 
the country.  
Speaking at the event, Minister 
of Agriculture Honourable Lobin 
Lowe M.P, who was also guest 
of honor noted that there are 

several challenges affecting 
the fertilizer industry including 
poor regulation. He added that 
the National Fertilizer Policy will 
provide an enabling environment 
for investments in the fertilizer 
industry and development of 
legislation to properly regulate all 
players involved in the fertilizer 
value chain.

“Selling of adulterated and 
underweight fertilizers on 
the market by unscrupulous 
suppliers is another issue which 
has become very common and 
our farmers are being cheated. 
This is happening because there 
are no appropriate legislations 
to control and regulate the 
production, importation and 
distribution of the fertilizers in 
the country,” he said.

 DARS director Dr. Wilkson 
Makumba indicated in a 

presentation prior to the launch 
that what farmers harvest from 
their farms is very much low, far 
from what is expected according 
to harvest estimates provided by 
the research stations. 
“On farm crop yields are much 

lower compared to yields on 
research stations for example, 
maize yield is at 2.0 metric tons 
per hectare versus 10 metric 
tons per hectare and potatoes 
yield is at 12 metric tons per 
hectare versus 35 metric tons per 
hectare,” said Makumba.
The director attributed the 
difference to among other 
reasons low soil fertility status, 
low fertilizer use and little or 
no use of good quality manure. 
However, he was hopeful that 
the policy will help to address 
this challenge as its goal is to 
sustainably increase commercial 
supply, access to and efficient 
use of high-quality organic and 
inorganic fertilizers for increased 
agricultural production and 
productivity.

Farmers in the country rely on 
fertilizers and manure to improve 
soil fertility. However, fertilizer is 
still expensive in the country and 
smallholder farmers who are a 
majority depend on government 
cushioning programs such as the 
Affordable Input Program (AIP) to 
access fertilizer. 

By Khalani Makunje

APOLOGY
We would like to apologize to all our dear readers and in particular Honorable 
Agnes Nkusa Nkhoma MP, for a wrong picture caption in our previous (April) 
issue on a story "Ministry of Agriculture Launches Nation Fertilizer Policy". 
The caption read, 'Honorable Lowe hands over the newly launched policy to 
FAM chairperson Yanakis, as Deputy Minister Nyalonje looks on', instead of 
'Honorable Lowe hands over the newly launched policy to FAM chairperson 

Yanakis, as Deputy Minister Nkusankhoma looks on'. We sincerely apologize 
for any inconveniences which the anomaly might have caused.

Editor.
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SHMPA MAKES 
STRIDES WITH 
AGCOM

By Khalani Makunje

Shire Highlands Milk 
Producers Association 

(SHMPA) is greatly benefiting 
from the Agricultural 
Commercialization (AGCOM) 
Project following  matching 
grant support of MK1.2 billion 
which the association is 
receiving from the project in 
tranches. 
This was revealed when 
Minister of Agriculture Hon. 
Lobin Lowe recently visited 
SHMPA’s cattle breeding 
center at Mpemba in Blantyre, 
Mangunda Milk Bulking Group 
and a woman who has just 
received a cow in Thyolo. The 
tour was for the Minister to 
appreciate the progress the 
association is making with 
support from AGCOM project. 
Speaking in an interview, 
Honorable Lowe said he is 
impressed with how SHMPA is 
assisting dairy farmers in the 
southern region with support 

from the project. 
Lowe said, “I am very much 
encouraged with how the 
association is working with 
farmers here. The dairy farming 
is another form of employment. 
Farmers are making good 
returns every month through 
the selling of milk. I am also 
excited with the involvement 
of women in this program. We 
will make sure that this goes 
everywhere in the country.” 
The Minister further 
commended the structured 
market of milk and the 
element of sustainability in the 
program. He also encouraged 
farmer cooperatives and 
associations in the country 
to organize themselves so 
that they can access equally 
the matching grant from the 
project. Responding to farmers' 
concerns on low prices of milk, 
the Minister said his Ministry 
is almost done with legislation 
that will protect the farmers. 

“Ministry is in the process 
of finalizing a legislation 
through the Department of 
Animal Health and Livestock 
Development which will 
facilitate the establishment of 
a milk and milk products board 
that will help to negotiate 
milk prices with off takers for 
increased farmers’ benefit,” 
he said. 
Accompanying the Minister 
during the tour was the 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture 
Honorable Agness Nkusa 
Nkhoma MP, Directors from 
the Departments of Agriculture 
Extension Services and Land 
Resource and AGCOM National 
Project Coordinator (NPC) Dr. 
Ted Nakhumwa.
In his remarks, the AGCOM 
National Project Coordinator 
said the project trains producer 
organizations as part of the 
support which AGCOM provides 
to ensure increased production 
and productivity.  
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Lowe (carrying a book) with other officials at SHMPA cattle breeding farm

“Before we dispense funds 
we train the producer 
organizations in terms of the 
business they are providing. 
As for SHMPA, these are milk 
producers and we have trained 
the farmers on how to care for 
the animals, treat the animals 
and they are working hand 
in hand with the Ministry of 
Agriculture frontline staff - 
veterinary officers to provide 
them with support,” he said.   
Nakhumwa was optimistic that 
the support given will lead 
to increased production and 
productivity. 
SHMPA Project officer, Zione 
Chiphaka said AGCOM has 
assisted SHMPA to reach out to 
its farmers and increase daily 
milk production.
“With the support we are 
receiving from AGCOM, we will 
be able to reach out to 1000 
farmers with dairy cattle and 
many of them are women. 
They have been asking for the 
cattle but we had no capacity. 
In terms of production, we were 
producing 90 000 litres of milk 
this month last year but now we 
are producing 110 000 litres 
this year same month and we 
hope to continue increasing. 
This is all because of the 
support AGCOM is giving us,” 
she said.
SHMPA received from AGCOM 
MK227 million in the first 
tranche. The association has 
with this amount managed 
to procure a 10 ton truck 
which they are using to 
transport cattle feed from their 
warehouse to Milk Bulking 
Group centers across southern 
region. It has also bought a one 
ton pickup which is being used 
to carry dairy cattle which the 
association is distributing to 
its members.

Further to that, SHMPA has 
bought and distributed 173 
dairy cattle to some of its 
farmers as part of the 1000 
cattle that it is expected to 
buy with this grant. The cattle 
are being given to the farmers 
under pass on program through 
which the beneficiary gives the 
firstborn female calf to another 
farmer.  Part of the money will 
also be used to construct two 
milk bulking centers in Mulanje 
and Chiradzulu.
SHMPA is a smallholder milk 
farmers association that 
started in 1985 and has 33 

milk bulking groups with a 
total membership of over 11 
000 farmers, a majority of 
which are women. Currently, 
the association produces 110 
000 litres of milk everyday 
which is sold to different dairy 
companies such Lilongwe 
Dairy, Suncrest Creameries, 
Universal Dairy and Kombeza 
Yoghurt. 
It is the association’s dream to 
see every Malawian drinking 
milk, create employment 
through the production and 
processing of milk and other 
dairy products. 

Chiphaka briefing the Minister on how things are done at the farm



5

FARMER GROUP SECURES MARKET AFTER 
EMBRACING THE “GROW TO SELL” SHEP 
APPROACH MOTTO

By Tuchitechi Hawonga

For a number of years, farmers 
of Chimwemwe Horticulture 

Club used to wake up with no idea 
of where to sell and who could 
buy their perishable horticultural 
produce. They were only flooded 
by vendors who dictated prices 
and bought their farm produce 
at very low prices. Smallholder 
Horticulture Empowerment 
Promotion (SHEP) Approach 
training made them adopt the 
“grow to sell” motto and their 
story completely changed. 

Chimwemwe Horticulture 
Club was formed in 2016 
by farmers from Nyungwe 2 
section, Nyungwe Extension 
Planning Area (EPA) in Karonga 
district. The group comprises 25 
members (13 females and 12 
males). As individuals, farmers 
of Chimwemwe Horticulture 

Club used to produce different 
horticulture crops such as 
tomatoes, onions, eggplants, 
paprika and each one of them 
fetched their own markets. Most 
of the times, they sold their farm 
produce to vendors at very low 
prices as they had no reliable 
markets. 

“I used to grow tomatoes but I 
had to stop, I struggled to sell 
them out and could always lose 
especially with its perishable 
nature,” complained Musa 
Mtonga, a farmer and member of  
the group.

In 2019, members of the club 
underwent a series of training 
on the SHEP Approach which 
was offered by Karonga District 
Agriculture Office.  SHEP is 
an Approach which realizes 
“Market-Oriented Agriculture” 
and converts farmers mind 

from “grow and sell” to “grow 
to sell”. Members of the club 
became experts in various areas 
including market surveys and 
record keeping. 

“The training has been so vital 
to us as it has assisted us to 
develop both technical and 
managerial capacity in market 
oriented horticultural farming,” 
said Rose Mamangwe, a member 
of the farmer group.

 “Since we received the training 
we know how to produce and 
conduct market research; we 
only grow a particular crop after 
securing a reliable market. We 
sell our produce at good prices 
and we make profits,” added 
Hilda Munthali.

Thom and Tadala are husband 
and wife, they are both members 
of Chimwemwe Horticulture Club. 
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Thom and Tadala harvesting their 
chilies

Rose Mamangwe showing off her 
eggplants

They are one of the families 
producing chilies in the club. 
As a group, they did a market 
survey and secured a market 
with KG chilies, they signed a 
3-year contract which will run up 
to 2020/21 growing season. They 
sell their chilies to this market at 
a good price. 

“We indeed secured a market 
with KG Chilies, we are happy as 
we no longer worry about selling 
our chilies. They buy our produce 
and the prices sometimes go as 
high as MK3,500 per kg. We are 
very happy,” proudly explained 
Maganizo Mwarweni, a member 
of the group.  

Apart from finding a reliable 
market for their chilies, the club 
identified other markets within 
the district where other crops like 
tomatoes, onions and eggplants 
are sold. 

Farmers of Chimwemwe 
Horticulture Club have benefited 
a lot as some have managed to 
build good houses, buy solar 
panels, and to pay school fees 
for their children among others. 
Some have managed to diversify 
their agriculture activities as they 
bought and are keeping cattle, 
chickens, goats, and pigs. 
Access to good and reliable 
markets is very important if 

smallholder farmers in the 
country are to be profitable 
and productive, and it is a 
prerequisite to sustained growth 
in productivity which leads to 
agricultural transformation. 
Smallholder horticultural 
farmers in Karonga saluted 
the Smallholder Horticulture 
Empowerment Promotion (SHEP) 
approach for transforming their 
lives.  

USING NATURE TO FIGHT NATURE 
THROUGH PUSH-PULL TECHNOLOGY
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Weeds and pests control 
in crop production is 

very essential and contributes 
highly to crop yield. A pest 
and weed infested field might 
not produce the desired 
production as quantity and 
quality of crop yield is greatly 
affected. Farmers often use 
chemicals, hand picking and 
weeding to control pests and 
weeds.  
Push-pull technology 
is a pest and weed 
management and 
control method that 
uses nature to combat 
nature in a systematic 
and efficient way such 
that there is no harm 
to the environment or 
any other living things. 
The technology entails 
the intercropping of 
crops with repellent 
‘push’ plants and 
attractive ‘pull’ plants. The 
push plants are intercropped 
inside the field with the food 
crops while the pull plants 
are planted outside making a 
hedge of the field. 
Women of Katayanthowa 
Farmers Club from Fyatira 
Village under Group Village 
Headman Mankhangala in the 
area of Traditional Authority 
Munyanja in Kasungu 
have since embraced the 
technology after witnessing 
a pest and weed free field on 
a demonstration plot where 
the technology was used and 
resulted in increased yield.

According to the chairperson 
of the club, Elizabeth Mwanza, 
push-pull technology is more 
effective and efficient as not 
only does it control pests 
and weeds, but it also has 
some other benefits such as 
increasing soil fertility and 
providing feed for livestock. 
Mwanza says the technology 
is also cheap and saves time 
as far as pest and weed 
control is concerned.  

“This  technology  is  
wonderful. Pests which 
destroy our crops are 
systematically killed. The 
unwanted plants in the field 
such as witchweed do not 
grow. The grass which is 
planted inside the field fixes 
nitrogen in the soil which 
increases soil fertility and 
is later used as feed for our 
animals after harvesting. It is 
very nutritious and sweet to 
the animals,” she explains. 
The chairperson explained 
that they plant desmodium 
grass inside the field which 
produces a bad smell that 

pushes away pests. Its roots 
produce chemicals which 
control or retrain the growth 
of striga weed (witchweed) 
and also adds fertility into 
the soil. Brachiaria grass 
is planted outside the field 
as a hedge and produces a 
good smell that attracts the 
insects. The grass is hairly 
such that when insects lay 
eggs on it they do not hatch 
as they are destroyed by 

the hair edges 
thereby disturbing 
the lifecycle of the 
insects.
The women are 
expecting to 
produce over 
20bags of orange 
maize weighing 
50kilograms each 
from a 75mx25m 
plot where the 
technology was 

used, as compared to 
around 15bags of 50kilograms 
each on another plot of the 
same size where weeds and 
pests were controlled using 
other means. 
 The women were introduced 
to the technology through 
the ‘Transform Project’ under 
Total Land Care. 
The technology is commended 
as compared to the use of 
pesticides and herbicides 
which are sometimes harmful 
to the environment if they are 
not properly used, and life 
threatening to humans and 
livestock when accidentally 
consumed. 

By Khalani Makunje

One of the heaps of orange maize harvested from the field
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MDEDZA IRRIGATION CLUB DELIGHT IN THE 
BENEFITS OF MARKET-ORIENTED FARMING
By Christopher Joseph

In the East of Lilongwe, there is 
a forty five member irrigation 

club whose achievements 
in market oriented irrigation 
farming cannot go unnoticed.  Its 
members have made  significant 
benefits since the club received 
a Village Challenge Fund 
(VCF) of three million kwacha 
from Sustainable Agriculture 
Production Programme in 2017. 
The fund was accompanied 
by refresher trainings. These 
trainings among other things 
taught farmers the best time 
to plant specific crops and the 
amount of crops to be planted in 
relation to the amount of money 
to be realized from the field. 
The benefits thereof are both at 
individual and community levels. 
Chakwawa, a village harbouring 
Mdedza Irrigation Club under 
Traditional Authority Chadza is 
undergoing transformation. The 
village whose people were living 
in shabby mad grass thatched 
houses years before 2017 has 
more than half of its houses 
built with bricks and roofed with 
iron sheets now. Unlike in the 
past, the people are now able to 
afford decent dressing. They have 
embraced farming as an income 
generating activity.

To make tangible profits from 
farming, farmers need mindset 
change. It is important that 
support directed towards farmers 
is accompanied by a training 
package, because such trainings 
open the farmers’ eyes to profit-
oriented agriculture. Mdedza 

Irrigation Club is one of the best 
case studies of how impactful 
such trainings are to farmers.

Besides the financial assistance 
SAPP offered to the Club in 2017, 
it is fascinating to note how the 
training which came together 
with the assistance changed the 
members’ approach to irrigation 
farming. They have abandoned 
their old routine of growing maize 
only in their dimba gardens every 
time. After conducting a cost-
benefit analysis, they resorted 
to the alternation of a variety 
of crops such as Irish potatoes, 
tomatoes, cabbage and onions, 
a switch which has proved more 
profitable than growing maize 
only all the time.

‘Previously, we were all growing 
maize which we usually sold 
while fresh at 20 kwacha or 

30 kwacha per cob’, explains 
Goodwell Kaudzu, a member 
of the club. Kaudzu says on the 
same three quarter land where 
he usually made 50, 000 kwacha 
to 90, 000 kwacha from maize 
sales, he made 300, 000 kwacha 
from his 2020 tomato sales after 
attending to the training brought 
by SAPP. He adds that he would 
have even made more money had 
he not met the challenge of low 
price due to abundance of the 
crop on the market at the time he 
sold the harvest. With the money, 
Kaudzu has managed to buy a 
water pump to ease the watering 
activity on his irrigation land. 
He also built a brick iron sheet 
roofed house and bought goats 
and pigs.  

Another member of the club, 
Creston Benford became the 

Kaudzu and his wife in front of their house with the water pump
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talk of the village in 2020 after 
he produced 125 bags of maize 
weighing 50 Kgs each. This was 
after he applied in his field 
enough manure and fertilizer he 
purchased with money from his 
cabbage sales. ‘The training our 
extension workers administered 
helped me realize that cabbage 
was one of the crops more 
profitable than fresh maize in 
our area. So I grew cabbage and 
made 90, 000 kwacha which I 
had never made from my 1.5 acre 
land before with maize sales’, 
Benford explains.   He bought 
six goats and a pig which has 

produced 8 piglets. He also has 
built a brick iron sheet roofed 
house and he is paying K15, 000 
school fees per term for each of 
his three children. 

The members harvest two to three 
times per year and every time a 
member harvests his/her crops 
they each make a contribution 
of K5, 000 to the club. They also 
meet twice per month and every 
member contributes K200 once 
they meet. Approximately, the 
club gets a contribution of K700, 
000 by the end of the year. The 
money is used for maintenance 
of equipment, helping members 

who have encountered healthy 
and social problems such as 
sickness or funeral by ensuring 
that field work of the affected 
member does not stop. The money 
is also used to buy fertilizer and 
seeds at the end of the year which 
they share. ‘This solidarity has 
been achieved because of the 
fund and training SAPP offered to 
us’, Benford explains. 

‘We are very thankful to SAPP for 
funding us. We used to cultivate 
on small pieces of land because 
we could not afford large lands 
due to the implements we were 
using’, explains Kaudzu.

No CROP 2020/21 MINIMUM PRICE 
(MK/kg)

1 MAIZE 150
2 RICE-POLISHED 600
3 RICE-UNPOLISHED 250
4 SORGHUM 290
5 FINGER MILLET 370
6 SOYA BEANS 320
7 PURE BEANS 510
8 MIXED BEANS 410
9 WHITE HARRICOT BEANS 400
10 GROUNDNUTS- SHELLED 480
11 GROUNDNUTS-UNSHELLED 330
12 PIGEON PEAS 240
13 COWPEAS 350
14 SUNFLOWER 240
15 PAPRIKA 830
16 CHILLIES 720
17 SESAME 770
18 CASSAVA-WET 100

19 COTTON 320

FARM GaTE PRICES
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THE BLOSSOMING MODEL VILLAGE 
OF BENGA 1

By Zodwa Munthali
“Ku Benga Kuli njala" meaning 
there is hunger in Benga was a 
common song that children from 
Benga village in Nkhotakota 
grew up singing. This song was 
a reflection of the situation that 
the village was in just a few 
years ago. Today it's a different 
story, the village that was well 
known for its woes is now an 
example of how life can change 
within a short period of time all 
thanks to Sustainable Agriculture 
Production program (SAPP). It 
all began in 2016 when village 
headmen and people sat down 
to discuss various problems they 
were facing and agreed to find a 
solution.

The president of the model 
village Rosebay Nkholomana 
explained that with the help 
of their agriculture extension 
worker they were introduced to 
SAPP and for a start they were 
advised to conduct a survey in 
their village to isolate the main 
issues that were hindering the 

village from change. During a 
three days survey the villagers 
found that the main problems 
were hunger, pest and diseases, 
land degradation and climate 
change. Following this survey, 
a plan was drawn on how they 
were to address the issues which 
among others was to make and 
apply manure in their fields, pit 
planting and planting one seed 
per station. Following this they 
went through a farmer field school 
where they also learnt various 
skills on how they could best 
manage their fields to increase 
their produce. From FFS they 
graduated to Farmer Business 
School (FBS) where they learnt 
how to approach agriculture as 
business. 

Following the skills obtained 
from the training, things started 
changing for the farmers as they 
started seeing change in their 
fields particularly an increase 
in harvest. In 2019, the group 
received a grant from SAPP 

under village challenge fund 
component worth K3,000,000. 
"Which among other things was 
spent on beans production and 
after selling the money was used 
on buying goats and chicken in 
addition to 25 goats and 100 
chickens that were donated 
by SAPP. Currently, nearly all 
households have kholas. She 
further explained that since 
2016 they have transformed 
into serious farmers and have 
benefited a lot because of the 
skills they have acquired.

Mcbennex Majasi who is a 
member of the model village has 
been a farmer for a long time but 
explained that before 2016 it 
was difficult for him to gain more 
income from the low produce. " 
I wish I was introduced to SAPP 
earlier because by now I believe I 
could have done more than what 
I have achieved since 2016.  FFS 
and the FBS has helped me a lot 
to understand that times have 
changed and that we now need to 

                 Some of Members of Benga 1 model village
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follow modern technologies if we 
are to succeed in agriculture as 
business but also to be food secure. 
Now I am able to harvest 60 bags of 
maize on a 0.7 hectares land" said 
Majasi. 

Apart from maize he also produces 
sugarcane, groundnuts and Soya 
and has also seen a tremendous 
increase in harvest of all these 
crops.  He said because of this 
change he has managed to build a 
house, acquire goats and chicken, 
managed to improve their diet 
among other things. He further 
explained that another exciting 
thing is that most of the farmers 
have applied to Electricity Supply 
Corporation of Malawi (ESCOM) to 
connect their houses to electricity. 

Another farmer who has benefited 
a lot is a 52-year-old Watson Banda 
who has now managed to buy 21 
hectares of land since 2016. He 
produces crops like sugarcane, rice, 
groundnuts, maize, soya, sweet 

potatoes and has currently added 
Cassava. Last year alone he made 17 
million kwacha from sugarcane." We 
sell our sugarcane at Salima Sugar 
Company and the money I made is 
only from 3 hectares of sugarcane. 
I still have 15 hactares of sugar 
which I hope I will be able to sell 
when the market opens, explained 
Banda.  Apart from that he is also 
making profits from the other crops, 
a thing which he says was very hard 
before SAPP came to the area. The 
income that am getting has helped 
me to buy more land so that I should 
produce more crops on a large scale. 
I can also easily employ people 
since my family cannot manage to 
tend these fields alone. Apart from 
these benefits I have also managed 
to build a good house, pay school 
fees for my children, acquire goats 
and also improved the diet of our 
household, concluded Banda.

This coming growing season, 
2021/2022, they have signed a 

contract with Benga Parish within 
the area to supply soya at a starting 
price of 300 per kg. Apart from 
this they are also discussing with 
another company to sign a contract 
in Seed multiplication. The model 
village has plans to transform to 
a cooperative and has already 
submitted their application to the 
Ministry of Industry. Apart from what 
they are producing, they also want 
to buy produce from other farmers 
from the surrounding villages as 
one way of multiplying the produce 
to meet demands. In addition to 
this, the village wants to add value 
to the rice they are producing and 
has plans to procure a rice milling 
machine which is expected to cost 
them around 10 million kwacha. 
The group already has land where 
the milling machine is expected 
to be planted. They also plan to 
construct a ware house for their 
produce which currently is kept in 
their homes.

Watson Banda and his wife admiring heir sugarcane crop
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FARMER FIELD SCHOOL A STEP TO 
BUMPER YIELDS
Farmer Field School (FFS) is a school 
whereby farmers learn different 
good agriculture practices with the 
aim of using the knowledge gained 
from the school and do likewise in 
their respective fields. 

 One of these farmer field schools 
is Tilimbike in Mngwangwa 
Extension Planning Area (EPA) in 
Lilongwe west. Tilimbike FFS has a 
membership of 14 (10 females and 
4 men). The school started in 2020 
after realizing that they were not 
benefiting with their old farming 
system. The group then consulted 
their Extension worker to seek 
guidance on how they can boost 
their production. With the help of 
the Extension worker, the group was 
linked to Sustainable Agriculture 
Production Programme (SAPP). This 
is their first year to see results. 

Some of the good agriculture 
practices these farmers are learning 
in this school are pit planting, 
one-one planting, planting maize 
together with nitrogen fixing trees 
like tephrosia vogelli, manure 
application, rainwater harvesting. 
These farmers have different 
demonstration plots for each 
intervention.

 In these plots they planted maize 
with the seed they got from SAPP. 
These farmers got maize seed from 
SAPP, 5kgs seed maize and 2 bags of 
fertilizer (NPK and UREA). They also 
have a demonstration plot where 
they have grown different varieties 
of maize with the aim of finding out 
which variety best suits their area. 
The demonstration plot is half acre.

 The varieties planted are DK 33, 
DK 80, DK 53, DK77 and DK 89. 
The variety which has done well 
is DK 77 and farmers of Tilimbike 
have chosen this variety because 
it is short maturing with big cobs 
compared to the other varieties.

What prompted the farmers to start 
this farmer field school was to run 
away from their old ways of planting 
more than one seed per planting 
station which did not give them 
enough yields.

Catherine Joseph one of the 
members of Tilimbike farmer field 
school who is also the chairperson 
of the group said proudly that she 
has benefited a lot from this school. 
She had to say,

 ‘’ I have used the knowledge I 
gained from the school and planted 
using one-one method in my one-
acre field.’’ After following what 
the Extension worker taught them, 
the farmers have clearly seen that 

the interventions are very useful 
according to what is happening in 
the demonstration plots. “Gone 
are days we used to plant three to 
more seeds per planting station, 
now our eyes are open no need of 
going back,” Bonongwe Lichenga 
narrated. 

Anna Kayange of Kasawala section, 
Misuku EPA in Chitipa is one of the 
members of Kondwerani club who 
is practicing pit planting. The club 
has 20 members of which 16 are 
women and 4 men. “My field is one 
acre and in the past before I started 
pit planting I was harvesting about 
7 bags but now I am able to harvest 
12 to 14 bags on the same piece of 
land.’’ Kayange is a true testimony 
after realizing that with climate 
change, the system of pit planting 
was the only way for her to be food 
secure. She also realized that pit 
planting conserve water. 

By Annie Kaomba

Tilimbike Farm Field School member at their demonstration plot
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SEED MULTIPLICATION IMPROVING 
FARMERS’ LIVELIHOODS 

By Maxwell Kupatsa

Chrissy Kachepa is a farmer from 
Mkonga village, Traditional 

Authority (TA) Likoswe in Chiradzulu 
district. For a long time, she has 
endured living in a dilapidated 
house until the Sustainable 
Agriculture Production Programme 
(SAPP) came to her rescue through 
seed multiplication. 

Kachepa used to grow maize for food 
and sale. However, the profit she 
was realizing after selling the maize 
was only enough to buy a handful of 
soap and some food for her family. 
The money was not enough for her 
to afford a better house and other 
household necessities.

In 2014, she decided to go into soya 
bean production after realizing how 
soya beans would be more profitable 
as compared to the maize. She joined 
a soya bean seed multiplication 
group known as Titukuke. The group 
was formed in the same year after 
receiving improved soya bean seed 
from SAPP. 

Titukuke group secured a soya 
bean seed market with Multi 
Seeds Company (MUSECO) in 2018 
until recently.  Through the group, 
Kachepa has been able to sell her 
seed at K600 per kilogram. Last year 
(2020), she sold about 17 bags of 
seed weighing 50 kilograms each. 
She boasts of how her life has 
changed due to the money she is 
realizing after selling seed.

“Since I started soya been seed 
multiplication my life has never 
been the same. I get a lot of money 
after selling my harvest than before. 
I manage to feed my family. In 
addition, I have built a better house 
where I live with my mother, three 
children and grandchild”, explained 
Kachepa. 

Violet Mikundi is another farmer who 
has seen the joy of a better livelihood 
through seed multiplication.  
Mikundi hails from Ndanga village, 
TA Kadewere in the same district. 

She is a member of Tilimbike 
groundnut seed multiplication club. 

She received 8kg of CG7 groundnut 
variety from SAPP in 2014. She 
planted the seed on a 0.2 hectare 
piece of land, however, it did not do 
well due to dry spells. In 2016/2017 
she harvested 10 bags of shelled 
groundnuts of 50kgs each from her 
0.4 hectare piece of land, and sold 
them at a price of K1200/kg to a 
registered agro-dealer. She used the 
proceeds to mould bricks and built 
a house in 2019. She also bought a 
motorcycle.  

Through Tilimbike seed 
multiplication group, Mikundi has 
also secured a stable market where 
she sells her groundnuts at a price of 
K1000/kg. She is now able to afford 
the six food groups in her household. 
This growing season (2020/2021) 
she has increased groundnut seed 
hecterage to 0.6. She has a vision 
of having dairy cattle and opening a 
shop by 2022. 

Kachepa’s soya bean seed multiplication field
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